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YSGOL GYNRADD MAESLLYN / LAKEFIELD CP SCHOOL, LLANELLI

 ANNUAL REPORT TO PARENTS 2011

Age Range



3 – 11
Number on roll

           262                          
STAFFING

Number of teaching staff 

12.8  (13.8)

The school employs 15.5 LSAs (Learning Support Assistants) who assist children with Statements, Additional Needs and with classroom support. We also have a Special Needs Teacher who withdraws children from classes in order to give extra support. She also prepares Individual Educational Programmes ( I.E.P.s) for  pupils with additional educational needs.

Technician

Mr Femi Ashiru has been employed as a technician (0.1) in order to help keep all our IT equipment working.

Peripatetic Staff – part-time specialists

The school is served by the following peripatetic teachers:

· Mrs Nia Griffiths - Athrawes Fro.  Mrs Griffiths taught Welsh in Years 1 and 2 and visits the school on Mondays and Wednesdays during the Autumn Term.  Mrs A. Lewis and Mr. D. James – Athrawon Bro, visited  the school (Yr. 6) on Tuesdays during the Spring Term.

· Miss Joanne Dermody  -  music specialist. Miss Dermody teaches the recorder to Yr 3 – Yr 6 pupils and visits on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

· Mrs Martin – violin teacher, visits on Tuesdays.

· Mr Nicholas – guitar teacher, visits on Tuesdays. 

Resolutions

No resolutions were made during last year’s meeting.

Changes to the school prospectus 

There have been many changes to the to the school prospectus during this academic year.  The majority have been to update changes in staffing and routines and costs e.g. school meals, and to comply with Welsh Assembly Government guidance.

In-Service Training

Teaching staff and care-assistants have attended a variety of courses during the year, including twilight courses after school, in order to keep up to date with current developments in education and also to develop curricular knowledge and skills as needed by the school. Joint in-service days were held with the Coedcae family of schools (05.01.11 Success for All) and our feeder school, Copperworks School (13 and 14. 01.11 Read, Write Inc.).

7th October 2010
ICT  update

13th October 2010
Core Data Sets

15th October 2010
Financial Education

15th October 2010
Senco Forum

Swimming Courses x 4

Basic Skills Course

5th January 2011 Success for All  (Family of Schools)

13/14th January 2011 
Read Write Inc

28th January 2011/4th February 2011 
Student Mentoring

Welsh

Child Protection

PESS / Athletics

Students

Students from Trinity College visit the school for teaching practice on the basis of an agreement between the school and the college. We also provide placements for students from Ammanford and Gorseinon colleges.  A number of pupils from neighbouring schools spend a week at the school on work-experience placements, e.g. seven during the summer term.

Regular Visitors to the School

Mr Emyr Wynne Jones, LEA link advisor visits the school on a termly basis.

Mr Wynne Thomas is the educational psychologist attached to the school.

The School’s Library Service visits the school on a termly basis.

Jo Antoniazzi – SEAL project 

Rebecca Williams – Learning Support Officer

Bethan Mort – Speech and LanguageTherapy support

Cheryl Thomas – teacher of the visually impaired

Bethan Myhill – teacher of the hearing impaired

Beverly Wilkins – mobility officer

Wendy Cassidy – School Nurse

PC Lynne Melly and PC Gareth Jones-School Liaison Officers

Pastor Philip Swann - Llanelli Free Evangelical Church

Mrs Geraldine Collard – gives of her time freely to read with pupils in Years 1 and 2.  We are indebted to her for her support.

Assessment
Although SATs have been discontinued children will still be assessed in school. The standard level of achievement for children at the end of KS1 is Level 2 and at the end of KS2 Level 4. Coedcae Comprehensive School also administers CATS tests to Yr 6 pupils, during the summer term.  The results of the National Federation for Educational Research testing in Maths & English are analysed and the diagnostic data is used to identify areas for attention and improvement. 

Future Targets and Aims
New school 

A new school that will combine Copperworks Infants and Lakefield has been identified as a priority under Carmarthenshire’s Modernisation of Education Plan (MEP). We have confirmation that the Draka site has been purchased and that a bid for additional funds  has been made to WAG.

The school also sets targets on an annual basis. The new objectives for this year are in the School Development Plan and also include:

· To incorporate the principles of Assessment for Learning into the planning and teaching across the curriculum (being aware that the raising of standards is a long-term objective);

· To raise standards in Mathematics throughout the school;

· To adopt our policies and schemes of work to comply with the requirements of the new curriculum and the key skills;

· To increase our attendance figures to above 92%.  Attendance for this academic year is  91.3% (please note that the snow has affected this figure).

Targets achieved

Two of last year’s targets which have been achieved are:
· To achieve the ‘Basic Skills Quality Standard’ in conjunction with Copperworks School;

· To adopt the Read, Write Inc. programme throughout the school in conjunction with Copperworks School:

Pupils’ Wellbeing (Eco Schools and Healthy Schools issues)  

We are delighted that we have been awarded our second Green Eco Flag (retaining our status as an Eco-School) and our fourth Healthy School leaf.

Circle Time plays an important role in the school as does an awareness of ESDGC issues.

Basic Skills Quality Standard 

The school, along with Copperworks School,  has been successful and fulfilled the requirements of The Basic Skills Quality Standard. 
SEN
Children are assessed on an annual basis and provision is made for children who are underachieving in relation to their peers. The level of support is dependent on the pupil’s needs.

Pupils with statements receive support in the classroom. Pupils on School Action or School Action+ receive support in the classroom or are withdrawn for teacher support. Other groups of children who are on the SEN register are withdrawn from the classroom and taught in small groups by the school’s Special Educational Needs Teacher and SENCO, Mrs Claire Yeo, (Miss Gemma Greene undertook Mrs. Yeo’s duties during her maternity leave).  Mrs Yeo also prepares, in conjunction with other staff, Individual Educational Programmes and Individual Behaviour Programmes (IEP’s and IBP’s) for pupils with additional educational needs and attends case conferences and core group meetings organised by Social Services. Pupils may also be supported by Mrs. D. Button (Catch Up and POPAT) and Mrs. D. Jones (Dyslexia).

The school governor who has responsibility for S.E.N. is Cllr. Dyfrig Thomas.

Disabled Children
We seek to ensure that pupils with disabilities are not discriminated against and accepting the limitations of the school building we do our best to make the school environment safe and accessible for pupils with disabilities. 

The school has access ramps to the main entrance and the Infants Building. A lift has been installed in order to give wheelchair access from the lower playground to the ground floor of the Junior Building.  The school has an Accessibility Plan and Anti-Discrimination Policy.

Equal Opportunities  

The school promotes the principles of fairness and justice for all, through the education that we provide at our school. We do not discriminate against anyone on the grounds of ability, sex, race, colour, religion, nationality, ethnic or national origins.

Policies

The school’s S.E.N. policy, as well as other policies, is available from the school’s office on request. The policies of the school are reviewed by the Governing Body.  Policies reviewed this term include:-

· Delegation to Headteacher

· Governor Annual Review

· Asset Management Policy

· Payment of Governors Allowances

· Lettings Policy

· Charging Policy

· Disposal of Assets Policy

· Financial Guidance for Relief Administrative Staff

· ICT Policy

· E-Safety Policy

· Health & Safety Policy

ATTENDANCE

Pupil Attendance  -  Totals for Academic Year 2010 / 11
	Average attendance for 2010-11
	91.3%

	Authorised absence
	6.42%

	Unauthorised absence
	2.28%


The overall % figures for  previous years were:

                                                 2008-09                        2009-10

Attendance



91.00                             91.2

Authorised Absence

  6.06                               7.3

Unauthorised Absence

  2.94                               1.5

As you can see the Unauthorised Absences continue to be a problem.           

Security

Lakefield has security pads fitted to the school’s main doors. The main entrance to school during the day for visitors is at Ralph Terrace. The side-gates that give access to the bottom yard are opened for pupil access at the beginning and close of the day but are otherwise kept locked. The perimeter fencing has been improved and C.C.T.V. close-circuit cameras are a visible deterrent.

Breakfast Club

There is a free breakfast club available to all pupils, funded by the Welsh Assembly Government. Children are offered cereals, toast, fruit, milk and fruit juice. There is an average daily take-up of about 40 pupils.  

School Closures

School was closed on 17th and 20th  December, 2010 due to snow/icy conditions.

Fire Drill

Fire / Emergency drills are carried out once a term.  The school is usually evacuated in approximately 3 minutes.

Home / School Agreements

All parents have signed the school’s Home/ School Agreement that sets out and clarifies expectations on the part of the school, parents and pupils. 

Parents’ Evenings / Class assemblies

Parents Evenings are held on a termly basis and provide an opportunity for parents to discuss their children’s progress. An Annual Progress Report is given to every child during the Summer Term and parents are invited to discuss their child’s report.
Class assemblies and other performances involving pupils are held during the year.  Parents of pupils who are taking part are invited to attend.

A  Sex and Relationships Education meeting was held on Tuesday, 05.10.10 to inform parents of the approach used and issues covered when dealing with SRE in school.

Choir visited the Haven to sing songs from our Harvest Service.

Choir and Recorder Group entertained visitors to the Discovery Centre.

The switching on of the Christmas lights celebrations  at Llanelli.

Turning on of Christmas Tree lights at Seaside.

A Leavers’ Service, attended by parents, was held on 15.07.11.
School Council

Pupil elections take place in the Autumn Term in order to elect the school council that meets on a fortnightly basis. The council makes requests to the head-teacher on behalf of the pupils. 

We have a  ‘Buddy System’ in place at playtimes and school council members are responsible for the running of the school’s Fruit Shop that sells apples and bananas at morning break time.
School Uniform

All pupils are expected to wear school uniform. It is the school’s belief that children look smart in school uniform, that it helps to create an identity, reduces bullying and peer pressure and that it has a positive effect on behaviour. 

Curriculum

The curriculum is covered thematically in the Early Years and is in the process of being changed to a skills and theme - based curriculum at KS2.

 The curriculum is enriched through relevant educational visits and trips.

Visits / Trips

The school promotes visits that have an educational value and give children quality experiences that enhance the teaching of the National Curriculum. The following  list notes some of the  activities or places that have been visited during the past year:

Reception.   Local walks / Arad Goch / Tedi Twt/ Crazy Maisie’s / Gelli Aur  ;

Yr 1
Local walks / Arad Goch /Crazy Maisie’s; 
Yr 2
Local walks / Swansea Egyptian Centre/ Arad Goch /Crazy Maisie’s;

Yr3
 Local walks / Castell Henllys / Penclacwydd / Parc y Scarlets  /  CYCA;
Yr4
 Techniquest / Parc y Scarlets ;

Yr5
  Swansea Egyptian Centre and Museum / Big Pit, Blaenafon               /Botanical Garden /  Urdd camp Llangrannog;

Yr6
  Pendine School Camp / Coedcae KS2/3 transition links.

Yr 5 pupils have the opportunity of spending the weekend at the Urdd camp at Llangrannog. Activities include pony riding and skiing.

Yr 6 pupils have the opportunity of staying at the Lady Stepney Centre at Pendine for a week during the spring term. Pupils have the opportunity to try a number of activities including archery, canoeing and abseiling.

PE / Games

Pupils have competed in a number of competitions with neighbouring schools in rugby, soccer, cricket, rounders, hockey and netball. Pupils in the Junior Department receive swimming lessons.  A Sports Day was held during the Summer Term.  The school is involved in the PESS scheme with neighbouring schools.  The school pupils benefited from netball, rugby, football, hockey and tennis last term. We are proud to announce that the school athletics team came joint first with Dewi Sant in the Llanelli competition, 14.04.11. The school’s football teams enjoyed success at the Carmarthen Town Football Tournament on 02.07.11. The Under 9’s won their competition and the Under 11’s  finished as Runners Up in their competition.  Cross-country, indoor and outdoor athletics are some of the county-wide activities attended during the year.
Extra-curricular Activities / Competitions

Various activities are being held after school. 

During the Autumn and Spring terms, Years 5 and 6 had rugby practice on Mondays.

During the Autumn and Spring terms, Years 3 and 4 had ball skills practice on Wednesdays.

There were recorder groups / choir practices after school on Mondays and Wednesdays.

Netball practice was held on Thursday.

Chess Club was held on Thursdays during the Autumn Term.

Urdd Eisteddfod

The recorder group represented the area at the National Urdd Eisteddfod in

Felindre, Swansea,  and were awarded first place.  We are extremely proud of their achievement and wish to thank the pupils for their hard work, the parents for their support and may I take this opportunity to thank Miss. Katie Gibson for her dedication. 

Community Links

The school’s Harvest Thanksgiving Service will be held on Tuesday, 19.10.10 at St.  Peter’s Church.

Infants Nativity, Lakefield School,

Thurs. 09.12.10  at 6.30 p.m. and Fri. 10.12.10 at 1.30 p.m.  

Junior Christingle, St. Peter’s Church,  6.30 p.m.Tuesday, 14.12.10.
Sioe Penffordd, Mentrau Iaith, 02.03.11.

 John Edwards – Llanelli Strike 1911
Yr.5 Library visit for Freetrade fortnight 02.03.11, and World Book Day, 03.03.11.

International Women’s Day, Comunities First, Morfa Social Club, 08.03.11.

Safer Communities Action Group Awards 24.03.11.

Yr 5 Easter Experience, Llanelli Parish Church.

Llanelli Area Choir.

Language and Play

Mrs. Debbie Button and Mrs. Nicola Goddard have been running a Language and Play group at the school for the past year.  This has proved very successful and worthwhile as parents have enjoyed the experience and the children have benefited greatly from the experiences provided.

KS2/3 Transition    

Through our transition arrangements with Coedcae Comprehensive School, Jo Antoniazzi (Behaviour Support Teacher and SEAL project) visits the school to see Year 6 pupils.

The joint ’Dyslexia Project’ is also very successful. 

A Transition Day was held for Coedcae School’s  partner schools (12.11.10).

Year 6 pupils visit Coedcae over a six week period on Tuesday afternoons, for Drama and Art. 

Following the success of last year’s Transition Concert Mrs Jackson visits the school to prepare the children for a similar concert this year. 

A Transition Day was held for Yr. 6 pupils on 12.11.10. 

Junior pupils (Years 5 and 6) saw a performance of ’Our House’ by Coedcae pupils at Theatr Elli.

Bryngwyn open day for prospective pupils

P.T.F.A.

The PTFA is a valued organisation, supporting the school, by organising a variety of events in order to raise funds for the school.  Events include, Christmas Fair, disco, family quiz, Summer Fair, barbecue. The money raised is used to provide resources that the school would not otherwise be able to afford.

 Over the past few years the P.T.F.A. has purchased a number of valuable resources for the school including a new piano, kiln, P.E. netball and rugby kit, disco lights, staging and stage lighting for the hall. 

We are always looking for new members to assist with the important work that the PTFA carries out. We are very grateful for the excellent work which has resulted in the substantial ‘extras’ that enhance the pupils’ education. 
Dates of Note

School Closed 17th and 20th December 2010 due to snow.

Konflux (Play in a Day) 2nd and 3rd February 2011.

Enterprise Workshops 10th February 2011.

03.03.11 World Book Day.

Eco Elli Sustainability Roadshow.

Discipline

There have been four fixed-term exclusions during the academic year.              

